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The Freedom of Information Act and Atomic Journalism

By Tom Blanton, Director, National Security Archive, George Washington University, tblanton@gwu.edu

From the Archive’s Nuclear Vault
(“a national treasure” says Eric Schlosser):

The Atomic Bomb and the End of World War Il

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nuclear-vault/2020-08-04/atomic-bomb-end-world-
war-ii

77th Anniversary of Hiroshima and Nagasaki Bombings: Revisiting the

Record
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nuclear-vault/2022-08-08/77th-anniversary-hiroshima-
and-nagasaki-bombings-revisiting

New Declassifications on Nuclear Weapons Safety and Security
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nuclear-vault/2022-11-18/new-declassifications-

Long-Classified U.S. Estimates of Nuclear War Casualties During the

Cold War Regularly Underestimated Deaths and Destruction
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nuclear-vault/2022-07-14/long-classified-us-estimates-
nuclear-war-casualties-during

New Evidence on Nuclear Weapons Effects Shows That U.S. Nuclear
War Plans Underestimated Destructiveness of Nuclear Arsenal By Ig-

noring Firestorms
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/NSAEBB/NSAEBB108/press.htm

Alerts, Crises, and DEFCONs

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nuclear-vault/2021-03-17/alerts-crises-defcons

Crises, Alerts, and DEFCONS, 1961-1976 — Part Il

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nuclear-vault/2021-04-08/crises-alerts-defcons-1961-

U.S. Cold War Nuclear Target Lists Declassified for First Time
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu/nukevault/ebb538-Cold-War-Nuclear-Target-List-Declassified-First-
Ever/

Nuclear Weapons and Ukraine
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/nunn-lugar-russia-programs/2019-12-05/nuclear-
weapons-ukraine

Kazakhstan and Nunn-Lugar: A Non-Proliferation Success Story
https://nsarchive2.gwu.edu//NSAEBB/NSAEBB528-Kazakhstan-Nunn-Lugar-Non-Proliferation-
Success/
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How to file a Freedom of Information request:
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Effective FOIA Requesting For Everyone

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/sites/default/files/pages/foia_guide full-min.pdf o

A National Security
Archive Guide

Where to Submit a FOIA/MDR Request

https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/foia/where-submit-your-foia-or-mdr-request

Other sources you need to know:

Department of Energy OpenNet (created in 1994 by Hazel :
[ rerouore © ]
O’Leary) AIR FORCE HISTORY INDEX.ORG

https://www.osti.gov/opennet/fag Search 550,000 historical Air Force documents!

M Science History Resources Media Gallery Almanac Search

Air Force History Index (550,000 documents) -:— Media Gallery
http://airfo rcehiStOryindeX_org/ View a collection of historical photographs, animations and interactive models of the first atomic bombs.

Useful photographs and historical documents:
https://www.atomicarchive.com/
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Government department FOIA reading rooms:

Reading Room List

Energy

https://www.energy.gov/management/frequently-requested-documents

Pentagon
https://www.esd.whs.mil/FOIA/Reading-Room/Reading-Room-List 2/
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Defense Intelligence Agency
https://www.dia.mil/FOIA/FOIA-Electronic-Reading-Room/

FOIA ELECTRONIC READING ROOM

NATIONAL
National Security Archive
SECURITY , v’
m Suite 701, Gelman Library
The George Washington University

2130 H Street, NW
Washington, D.C., 20037

Visit our website
For clickable links, scan the QR code .
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu
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