
We interviewed 20 nuclear experts 
and asked the following questions:  

s  On average, how many times a week do you interact 
with journalists? 

s  What percentage of journalists do you consider to be 
``well-informed'' about the subject matters they 
discuss with you? 

s  Using individual words, phrases or complete sentences, 
describe what comes to mind when you consider 
journalists covering nuclear-related subjects? 



Here’s What They Told Us 

s  The average expert talks with a journalist 
5 times a week, though there’s a high 
variance with a median of 2 times weekly 

s  About 28 percent of journalists are 
considered “well informed” about nuclear 
issues (median 25 percent) 

 



-  “Poorly informed about nuclear technology”  

-  “Reporters based in Vienna pretty good; most generalists pretty bad on technical issues” 

-  “Lack of willingness to understand or report on uncertainty about potential outcomes” 



We asked 15 Journalists on the 
Nuclear Beat the following: 

s  How many times a week do you interact with "nuclear 
experts," either from the IAEA, embassies or think 
tanks? 

s  What percentage of experts, and if access to them is 
through press officers, would you describe as "helpful" 
in providing information for your stories? 

s  Using words, phrases or complete sentences, how 
would you describe your experiences getting 
information in the nuclear domain? 



Here’s What They Told Us 

s  The average journalist talks with an 
expert 1.8 times a week but that varies 
greatly with median of a single contact 

s  About 64 percent of experts are 
considered “helpful” about nuclear issues 
(median 70 percent 



•  Stake holders reporters, press officers and experts need to appreciate and understand each 
others strengths and weaknesses and build transparent channels of communication 

•  IAEA: Significant decline in understanding for and interest in providing actual information over 
the past years 

•  Value in educating a young journalist in matters that are probably more complex and sensitive 
than in most other areas of coverage 


